
Inishbofin Jaunt with WRITING TRAIN and Yvonne Cullen, on Inishbofin Island, Connemara

Now in its sixth year!

CREATIVE WRITING HOLIDAYS ON 
INISHBOFIN ISLAND
“If you are thinking of going, just go! Just go!” “You wove a web of magic around us!” 
Feedback on 2012 JAUNTS.

Sept. 6-9, Developing Writers course with two day additional 
writing retreat after course ends (dates: Sept 10-11) at no extra 
accommodation fee for first 8 to book*. Refresh your writing, re-energise old 
projects and kick-start new, guided by YVONNE CULLEN, “Dublin’s best writing 
teacher,” (DUBLINER MAGAZINE). This course is for developing writers in all forms. 

COURSE FEE €480 covers accommodation for up to 6 nights,  for first 8 to book, (Book 
early and I will make every effort to roll this offer out further), plus 3 days of tailored classes and one-to-one meetings with your tutor 
and much more besides. Subject to availability, it may be possible to offer up to 3 places per course on tuition & lunch only basis at 
€320, for participants preferring to source their own accommodation (see www.inishbofin.com). Please get in touch as soon as you can 
if this option interests you.

SEPT. 13 - 16, Start to write with additional ‘ease in’ day, Sept 12th at no extra accommodation 
cost, for first 8 to book.*
Excited or scared, all you’ll have to sign up to doing is covering paper, on this gentle, effective START TO WRITE course with ‘Dublin’s 
best writing teacher.”(DUBLINER MAGAZINE). Apart, that is, from signing up to letting Bofin work its peaceful magic on you! Expect 
to find material and a voice, a sense of play in language and confidence to match, on this surprisingly intensive and at the same time 
laid-back writing holiday! Write, talk, listen, read, walk, cycle, swim, eat, sing and enjoy your way into your creativity, and get it all 
onto paper! COURSE FEE: €455. Up to 3 places per course may be available on tuition & lunch only basis at €320, for participants 
preferring to source their own accommodation (see www.inishbofin.com). If interested in this option, please enquire.
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ALL-IN COURSE FEE COVERS YOU FOR: 
ACCOMMODATION FOR UP TO 6 NIGHTS ( for first 8 on DEVELOPING COURSE) or 5 NIGHTS ( for first 8 on START TO WRITE) 
on single occupancy basis of largely double rooms in shared island houses, plus some lunches and lots, lots more besides. After 
first 8 have taken up the bonus accommodation currently on hold for us, later bookers are guaranteed 4 nights’ 
accommodation for their course fee. I’ll make every effort to find  accommodation in which I can offer you the same “bonus 
nights” deal as the first 8 to book, but can’t guarantee this because of the small size of the accommodation pool on Bofin. If you 
would like to benefit from the free nights’ accommodation, best idea is to be among the first 8 to book your course!

For your all-in fee, alongside your accommodation you can also expect: *tailored tuition (13-15 hrs, group-size-depending) and 
reading materials *1 hr at least of one-to-one time with tutor * self-catered breakfast ‘welcome pack’ and home-cooked lunch 
on course days, one home-cooked group dinner supplied *social and reading nights organised, plus all sorts of impromptu fun, 
walks, swims, cycles, trips, pub nights, star-gazing, corncrake listening, singin’ sessions  and whatever you’re having yourself, 
in the company of your Bofin-veteran teacher and her assistants  (15 years’ visiting Bofin, 6th year running the Bofin Jaunt), 

 Yvonne’s students are regularly placed in Ireland’s biggest “new writing” competitions including the. HENNESSY PRIZE. And 
as for our venue: INISHBOFIN was judged the ‘top place to stay in Ireland’ by an Irish Times readers’ poll this year and ranked 
in top five in the judges’ poll in the same awards. writingtrain@gmail.com / www.yvonnecullen.wordpress.com/ 086 
1701418 for bookings.  
Booking deadline of 22 July is in place in order to deal as fairly as possible with accommodation 
providers on the island.

*Particularly generous deals with accommodation hosts have allowed me to offer bonus days’ accommodation to first 8 
people to book each course. If you can book early enough, I may be able to work similar deal for a further two or three 
participants, if required. The sooner you book, the greater the chance of this. Bookings after the first 8 will not 
automatically receive bonus days’ lodgings though I will do all I can to achieve this for you. Another possibility is that I may 
be able to offer this further time on Bofin at a very slightly increased overall fee.
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HOW TO BOOK

Please see the info documents on the menu bar of www.yvonnecullen.wordpress.com for the accompanying accommodation 
info document to this info sheet. An email to writingtrain@gmail.com to book will hold a place for a max of a week until 
payment of full fee. 

BOOKING TERMS AND CONDITIONS
Full booking can only be made by payment of full fee by pay pal (ask for a pay request in your email) , or by cheque to Yvonne 
Cullen, 2 Lower Eden Road, Glasthule, Co. Dublin. No place can be held on the Jaunt for more than one week without payment 
of full fee. If you choose to source your own accommodation, I will receive your tuition fee of €320 on the basis that you have 
accommodation and will not be able to offer refund if accommodation turns out to be an issue for you. I will at the same time 
do all I can to help you find a place to stay and will offer you credit for your course fee minus a €40 charge.

 www.inishbofin.com is a great place to start for accommodation. B and B at Beach Bar (several rooms) and Lapwing House (1 
room, Mary Day Lavelle is very welcoming) are especially convenient to our houses/ class venues. 

If the Jaunt is cancelled for unforeseen reasons, you will receive a refund of your fee within two weeks. If the Jaunt is delayed 
by more than three weeks due to weather or other unforeseen circumstances ( extremely unlikely), you will receive the same 
prompt refund. With less than 3 weeks’ set-back to the Jaunt,  if our new date doesn’t suit, you will receive credit good for 3 
years on any Writing Train event. 
(In 6 years of running these events, it is unheard of to set back our start date by more than one week, however!) If you cannot 
attend the Jaunt for any reason, you will receive credit good for 3 years on any Writing Train event. If your circumstances are 
serious, if you can give reasonable notice and if I can replace you on the trip I will do my best to give you a refund minus a 
charge of €40.

Not quite a T or a C: I encourage you strongly to take travel insurance when coming out to Bofin, for your own peace of mind. 
My insurance does not cover you for accidents on our trips. Touchwood, pen and paper in workshops have never yet caused an 
accident ‘on my watch,’ but walks and other activities on an active holiday in a rugged place like Bofin always carry risks. Do 
check the list of things to bring also, after you have booked, and make special note that a torch or head-torch and a high vis 
jacket would be wise things to pack alongside pens and books! I’ll say this all over my Bring to Bofin list, but no harm in 
starting to say it here: bring CASH. Bofin has no bank nor has it any pass machine. Cards may sometimes be used in Hotel for 
cash-back and you can pay food and drink bills in Days’ Bar with Laser and Visa, but for anything else, it’s cash! Looking 
forward to sharing this and all the other wonderful aspects of Bofin with you on the Jaunt!
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Yvonne 
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