
Just starting, coming back to 

writing, or looking for the 

help you need to finish your 

first novel?  Writing Train 

sessions are adaptable to your 

needs

Class or Workshop?                                       
Or Class and Workshop blend? Start 

in Sept, Jan, or May? Or choose ongo-
ing enrollment?

A class will suit beginners or those returning 
to writing after a long break.   A class and 
workshop blend is a great next step.  An ad-
vanced workshop will work best for you if you 
have projects on the go or about to start. On-
going enrollment option lets you choose when 
your 15 week intermediate or advanced work-
shop term starts, subject to availability.
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On Writing Train’s 

founder and main tutor 

Yvonne Cullen: 

Yvonne’s first book, “Invitation to the Air,”  
(Poems) won the American Ireland Fund Award 
in 1997 and was published by Italics Press in 
1998. Included in the landmark Bloodaxe 
Books’ publication “The New Irish Poets” in 
2004, Yvonne went on in 2006 to edit the best-
selling anthology, “All Good Things Begin” – a 
collection of the work of 43 of her students. 
For the last five years, alongside poetry and 
screenwriting, Yvonne has been writing a crea-
tive nonfiction book on Irish Traveling Show 
life.  In Feb 2011 Yvonne’s research for this 
book will be the subject of an ABBEY THEA-
TRE talk, and the book will also appear in 
2011.

Yvonne Cullen has taught writing in Ireland for 
18 years. Writing Train has developed from 
Yvonne’s highly innovative long-running work-
shops. 

 “Writes beautifully and can pass on the skill” - 
IRISH TIMES. 

“Helen Lucy Burke told me writing could not be 
taught. I replied that she had not yet met Yvonne 
Cullen” - DUBLINER MAGAZINE

Visit www.yvonnecullen.com for full brochure, and to 
book online.

WRITING
TRAIN
with  Yvonne  Cu l l en

Dubliner Magazine’s “Best Creative Writing Teacher in Dublin”

Creative Writing Classes 

and Workshops in Dublin

“The best thing I’ve ever signed up for!”                             

“Yvonne’s workshops are like blood transfusions!”                                                                  

“These Wednesday Night workshops are the best thing about 

Dublin!”                                                                                                                                                  

“I feel more positive about my writing than I’ve done in a long 

time!”                                                                                                  

(Recent and current Writing Train students.)                                   

“If it had not been for those Thursday nights, this one might 

never have happened!”   (Yvonne Cassidy, longtime WRITING TRAIN 

workshop participant, at the launch of her first novel, “The Other Boy,” in  

summer 2010)

http://www.yvonnecullen.com
http://www.yvonnecullen.com


2010 AT 

Writing Train

   More than A HUNDRED AND FORTY 
classes. More than EIGHTY participants.

   TWO students on the shortlist for the 
SUNDAY TRIBUNE Hennessy award (one 
fiction, one poetry).  SEVEN students short-
listed for the Over The Edge New Writing 
Award. ONE student highly commended 
there and shortlisted for the BRIDPORT 
Poetry Prize.

ONE Novel launch, ONE nonfiction launch. 
ONE poetry collection launch, TWO students 
finishing Writing M.As, plus ONE student start-
ing same.

FIVE Writing Saloon Reading Nights held for 
students so far this year.  ONE SALOON per 
month to come, for ‘autumn winter’ 2010.

AN UNCOUNTABLE NUMBER of shared    
insights and laughs.

Writing Saloon at Sweny’s Chemist, (The Ulysses’ Chem-
ist), Lincoln Place, Dublin, August 2010.

    

 October-November

     Schedule

       

   ONGOING Workshops 

       Continuous enrollment                                                    

THURSDAY WRITING TRAIN                                         

Runs 6.30 – 9 p.m. 15-session block. Some 
spaces for immediate start. Fee: !345.  
Venue: City Arts Centre, Bachelors’ Walk, D.1.                      

WEDNESDAY Fortnightly 
WRITING TRAIN
Runs 6.30 - 9 p.m. 16-session block, over 32 
weeks. Some spaces for immediate 
start. Fee: !400.  Venue: Sweny’s Chemist, Lin-
coln Place, D.2.

Phone 086-170-1418 or email 
Yvonnesworkshops@gmail.com for more info 
or to check a course’s suitability.

WEDNESDAY DAYTIME WRIT-

ING TRAIN 10.30 a.m –1 p.m.  Venue: 

United Arts Club, Fitzwilliam Street, D.2. 14 
weeks.  Some spaces now available. 
Or10-week option from 3 Nov. Fee: !250.  

CLASSES 

Begin to write                               
Starts Mon 25 Oct, runs 6.30 – 9 p.m, 8 
weeks, City Arts Centre, Bachelors’ Walk, 
D.1. Fee: !230. 

Writing Train Tuesday, 

“Class and workshop”       

For a maximum blend of tuition and response 
to your work. Starts 26 October, runs 6.30 – 
9 p.m, 12 weeks into New Year. Fee: !285.  
Venue: Nora’s Room, Sweny’s Chemist (The 
Ulysses’ Chemist) Lincoln Place, D.2.

DEVELOPING POET Starts Sat 6 Nov 
runs 3 p.m – 5.30 p.m, 12 weeks, running into 
New Year.  Venue: United Arts Club, Fitzwil-
liam Street, D.2. Fee: !285.

ONGOING WORKSHOPS and classes, A 
NOTE: 

Three main intakes per year plus continuous enroll-
ment through the rest of the year allow you to start a 
block of ‘ongoing’ workshops at any time, subject to 
availability. In “Classes” set term times apply.

INIS MOR WRITING WEEKEND-

Write, workshop and enjoy Inis Mor’s famed 
Hallowe’en celebration! Oct 30 – Nov 1. Tui-
tion Fee: !240.  Booking closes 18 Oct!

WRITING
TRAIN
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Writing 
Train Autumn 2010""

Booking Form"
 

Name ________________________________

Email    ________________________________

Postal address   __________________________                                                                   

______________________________________

Contact Phone   _________________________
"

Please tick the Course you wish to attend!
(WT stands for Writing Train)

"Mon Beginners""""""""""""""""" Tues night WT
Weds a.m WT                   Weds fortnightly WT

     14 weeks    

     10 weeks""""""""""""""        Thurs Night WT

 Developing Poet Saturday Course

"Add my email to Writing Train mailing list:

Payment by cheque
Cheque and form to Yvonne Cullen, Writing 
Train, 2 Lower Eden Road,
Glasthule, Co. Dublin

Cheque enclosed"""""""""""""" Yes"""""""""""""""" No
Other relevant
details_____________________________________

Paypal 
Would you like to be sent a Paypal request for fee?

Yes""                    No

The Writing Train Ethic

Create courses and workshops to suit, chal-
lenge and inspire you. Help you reach your po-
tential, not my idea of it.

THE ‘WRITING TRAIN’ DIFFERENCE:      
By running longer-than-average classes and work-
shop seasons and by offering ongoing enrollment, 
Writing Train encourages lasting writing communi-
ties. Writing Train Beginners’ classes also get the 
option to continue to work together at the next 
level. Our original ‘Online Weigh-in’ practice at 
Writing Train builds on-line links in the class-
groups, and you retain membership of these.                                           

With an 18 year track record as a writing teacher 
in Ireland, and a huge number of successes for my 
students along the way, I hesitate to say it, but I 
might just be the most enduringly successful and 
effective writing teacher in town...There, I’ve said it! 
Now you’ll just have to take the Writing Train and 
see do you agree!

"

                                                                                           

  July 
2010,Yvonne at The Writing Saloon

Our MONTHLY WRITING SALOONS run at 
Sweny’s, Lincoln Place, D2. The coolest, friendliest 
little Writing Salons in town, they are ‘Reading Par-
ties’ for WT students, friends, visitors to the city 
and passers by alike. They come complete with 
regular special guest readers and tunes on Writing 
Train’s own gramophone! Check yvonnecullen.com 
for details. Look out for Saloons in the Winding 
Stair bookshop in Dublin this winter too!

My own writing, in                        
reviews: 

"“A hint of Rilke… Truly 
exciting…exemplary in 
its innovative fusion 
of"language-play and lyri-
cism” - TODD SWIFT, 
Books In Canada 2004"
(reviewing my work in 
Black Mountain Press’s 
“Breaking The 
Skin”"anthology)."
“Wise poetry, which more than anything needs to 
be read” - Poetry Ireland, 2000."
“A world of atmosphere and filament” - Kerry 
Hardie (reviewing"“Invitation to the Air” in 1999.)"  
“A gifted writer” - John Burnside, Yorkshire Interna-
tional Open Poetry"Competition Judge’s Speech."                                                                   
”Wonderful!” - "Dermot Bolger, reviewing my work 
in “All Good Things!Begin” in 2006."                     
“Stories we need to hear, from people who need to 
tell them.  A wonderful"book!” "THEO DORGAN 
in 2010, on “Finding Mayfield” – my non-
fiction"work-in-progress which will appear in 2011.

“LIKE” Yvonne Cullen’s Writing Train on 
Facebook to receive newsfeed of free tips 
and thoughts on writing! Yvonne also blogs at 
Yvonnecullen.com.

yvonnesworkshops@gmail.com. Phone Writ-
ing Train on 086-170-1418. Looking forward 
to working with you!
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