
 The 
Inishbofin
        Jaunt

                              

Dec. 27, 2017-
       Jan 3/2018

Best Creative Writing 
Teacher in Dublin” -  

DUBLINER MAGAZINE. 

“Writes beautifully and 
can pass on the skill” -

THE IRISH TIMESS.

 Celebrating 25 YEARS MENTORING WRITERS IN IRELAND!
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Winter 
Writing 
Holiday 
with Yvonne Cullen

Book and pay by 12 December for 
15% EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT off 
the standard all-in fee of €725. 
ASK ABOUT further
CURRENT 
STUDENT DISCOUNTS! 



Departure options: 
NEXT TRIP: SATURDAY 12th SEPTEMBER, 2015

START TO WRITE

. You can also rent bikes here, though you’ll wheel them as much as you’ll 
freewheel on them! 
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                        “Just what my writing needed!”

                             KATIE MARTIN, DUBLIN

                                “You wove a web of magic round us!” 

                        TOMMY BYRNE, ATHLONE

        “A fantastic week, with brilliant people. Heaven on earth!” 

                        MARY SHORTT, BRAY,  CO. WICKLOW. 

“Truly a treat for the mind, body and soul.Chilling with a purpose!”

              SUZANNE O’FLAHERTY, DUBLIN

“Yvonne is a people whisperer who has the ability to meet you 
where you’re at and send you off with a toolkit to support your 
writing practice. I was on a writing retreat recently with 
Yvonne and find myself still dreaming of the landscape. If you 
on any level enjoy writing I recommend you attend.”

MAIRIN HARTE, Dublin 

I attended a writing retreat 
with Yvonne Cullen in 
Inishbofin last winter and it 
was absolutely life changing. 
No exaggeration. Yvonne 
will always manage to get 
the best out of you and give 
you the energy to keep you 
going. Thanks to her I'm 
back writing after many 
years.

CELINA CAULFIELD, 
Clogherhead

Welcome to our 
32nd Island 
Writing Jaunt 
since 2006!
SOME 
PARTICIPANT 
REVIEWS:

https://www.facebook.com/yvonne.cullenhere
https://www.facebook.com/yvonne.cullenhere


The cool breezes, the quiet 
mornings, the chatty 
afternoons and evenings.   
Starting the day in 
contemplation, spending the 
day sharing life experience 
and ending the day in 
reflection.  Often, too often, 
reflecting or imagining 
without a pen in hand.  A 
reminder to myself.  Put it 
down on paper.  Put it down 
on paper.   Put it down on 
paper. From composite palette

Stories and sharing
Poetry composed
Wayfaring

Drawn to meditation
By those mountains blue
Stone walls threading 
from

a spool of a different hue

CONNIE REID, WICKLOW

“A fantastic writing jaunt... You 
always manage to propel us on some 
unexpected adventure. It was truly a treat for 
the mind, body and soul…..chilling with a 
purpose!!”
Suzanne O’Flaherty, Dublin.

“A very enjoyable week away in the 
middle (well, nearly) of the ocean; no 
stress in the journey (no passports, no 
security checks; no cattle queues); a very 
warm welcome from Yvonne; a lovely 
group of participants with a range of 
writing experience from beginning/
experimental to progressing well. Great 
passion and encouragement throughout 
the week from Yvonne; a very relaxed, 
optional reading of participant’s work 
towards end of the week in the only pub 
on the island. Then again the ease of 
transition (with a little sadness) back to 
the mainland – no baggage checks, no 
removal of belts and shoes, no cattle 
prods!”

Frank McGuinness, Dublin

My eyes are turned away to 
shade them from the sun, but 
I can close them now and 
remember the blues, blues, 
blues of the sea, the hills and 
the sky.  RITA KOCH.



	
    €625 till end 2015. 

Winter 2017 Retreat 
Programme:
Nuts and bolts
Optional daily class: 11.00- 1.30 p.m. followed by lunch together. 
 Content structured as follows:
*Short inspiration and tuition input for beginners (developing writers may opt out 
of this and arrive at 12.00).
*Motivation/ troubleshooting and focussing input for developing writers 
(Beginners welcome to ‘audit’ this section of class).1.00-12.30
Short workshop of challenging excerpts of work in progress, open to all. 12.30-1.30

Overview of what we can touch on, in the TAUGHT segments of class, 
depending on your interests:
From inspiration through a host of nuts and bolts of craft to editing, and from 
drama to haiku poems, we can work with and help to develop any form of writing 
you are doing, on the Jaunt. 

Further creative mentoring time with tutor and peers is available as follows: 
Creative debrief over dinner, nightly, taking in: readings from writers we love and 
discussions of our creative and writing progress during the day.

Contact hours: 
25 contact hours including 18 hours of tuition in daily class/workshops from 28th 
Dec through to 2nd Jan, plus a further 1 hour-plus of 1-1 time, all tailored exactly 
to your needs. N.B. OPTION TO ARRIVE 28/12 and/ or depart 2/1/2018.
	 	 	 	 	 	 Bigger Vision
While writing is our focus, the weeks are fluid events and aim to make a space for 
creative thinking and activity of every kind. So bring your camera, your yoga mat, 
your sketch book, the songs you love to sing, (I almost wrote, “your tin whistle” 
there, but maybe not your tin whistle:). Do, however, hold the thought of working 
with your breath! Because in fact, our whole process will be based on making space 
for you to breathe out 2017 and hear yourself think again, at the top of the old year 
and step creatively over the date line into 2018
                  



There’s something about an island...
One of the most westerly spots in 
Europe: INISHBOFIN lies approx. 
10 kilometres out in the North 
Atlantic, level with the Killary 
fjiord, and also level with the Mayo-
Galway county borderline. In the 
past, as a result of its location, in 
fact, Bofin has belonged to each of 
Galway and Mayo, though these 
days it is a Galway outpost, reached 
from the mainland of Ireland via 
the pier in Cleggan, Connemara.  

Historical figures and forces of all 
kinds have left traces on Bofin: 
from early Christian monks to the 
pirate queen Grainne Mhaol and 
the soldiers of Cromwell. Coming to 
Bofin, today, you are connecting 
with a tiny culture shaped by all 
that history, and, due to its 
remoteness, still showing the traces 
of much of it, too. 

There’s a long view of time available 
to you here, for sure. And equally 
available to you on Bofin is the 
chance to see how you fare in a 
simpler life and what’s important to 
you after you’ve left your life 
behind. 

 Leaving urban and suburban life 
behind for Bofin can, for the 
thoughtful visitor, in fact, be like 

taking off on a tiny easygoing 
Camino. Which is not to say there 
isn’t also a world of fun to have in 
Bofin, because there is. Not to 
mention black-dark starry skies, 
white beaches, cliffs and lakes, 
monastic ruins, green roads and 
bogs. Or that best of all experiences 
on Inishbofin, ( or IN Bofin as 
people say there) when you’re 
watching the morning or evening 
boat leaving for the mainland 
(because you can see it from 
everywhere there), but you still 
haven’t gone... 

The Winter Writing Jaunt of 2017 
will be the 32nd Jaunt I’ve 
organised, as I head into my 26th 
year of leading writing classes and 
retreats. I’d be delighted to bring 
you along!

	
 	
       Yvonne Cullen.



‘ISLAND HOUSES’ 
accommodation:  7 nights in 
comfortable houses with great views. All 
breakfast and lunch basics, basic 
household supplies, linen, towels, fuel for 
wood stoves and all heating covered. Do 
note that these are simple houses, and 
plan to keep comfortable in part through 
dressing warmly. 

Houses ranging in size from small to 
very large will be shared between 2-5 
participants on individual room basis. 
Many bedrooms are ensuite. Those 
which are not are usually larger rooms 
and tend to share the main bathroom of 

ACCESSIBILITY and THE BOFIN JAUNT: 
At present, the Jaunt involves getting on and 
off a small ferry which is not set up for 
disabled users. To get around independently 
on the trip also involves walking on narrow 
and often pot-holed and hilly rural roads and 
tracks and the sometimes muddy driveways 
by which our houses are accessed.  To fully 
enjoy the Jaunt as it is currently configured, 
it is my opinion that you will need a basic 
level of both mobility and comfort while 
walking. N.B. I hope in the future to be able to 
offer completely accessible Jaunts.



To book or discuss a course or 
to add your email to the 
ISLAND JAUNT database for 
seasonal updates, phone me on 
083 3888574 
or email 
yvonnesworkshops@gmail.com

Heading west 
 

Still so glad to be on this road, the same
tussocky field lover, one crow 
lover	
 	
 	
 	
 	
                                    
Happy here         and happier over there.

The same piece of grit, worked and moved
 inside this mother-of-pearl day.
	
 	

	
 	
 	
 Yvonne Cullen







BOOKING FORM
Name_________________________________

Address_______________________________

_____________________________________

Email_________________________________

Land line_______________________________

Mobile________________________________

COURSE OPTION for Winter 2017: GUIDED WRITING RETREAT with 
workshops and 1-1 time. 
Half board with island house accommodation                        tick)
(B) DROP IN, TUITION ONLY OPTION, SOURCING OWN 
ACCOMMODATION: €400 tuition for the week.                tick).

(See www.inishbofin.com for other accommodation options. NB: 
self catering is the only option for New Year. Contact me if you are 
interested in a house to yourself and for a small admin fee I can help 
you source same, or ‘buddy you together’ with other participants.
Email yvonnesworkshops@gmail.com, phone 08333888574

I will send full Ts and Cs of booking on receipt of your enquiry. 
Booking will count as an indication that you have read and agreed 
to these straightforward safeguards re postponement due to 
weather etc.

What are your aims in coming on a JAUNT WRITING 
TRIP?________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
Have you any mobility or other medical challenges we should know about 
as we work out how best to accommodate and look after you?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Have you any food allergies of which we should be aware as 
we shop for the trip? Please give details here:

DISCOUNTS FOR LONGTERM STUDENTS. MIGHT 
YOU BE ENTITLED TO A DISCOUNTED FEE? 

 Have you taken two x 10 week or longer courses with me in 
the last year? Tick here if so (   ) 2 places at 10% discount on 
each course if you have! For students who have taken the last 
3 ADVANCED WORKSHOPS in a row, I will be able to 
offer 1 place at 20% LOYALTY DISCOUNT on each trip. 
Please tick  (       ) if this applies to you!

And finally, thanks very much, on behalf both of my own little 
writing-teaching business and of the Bofin businesses you 
support with your booking, for choosing the INISHBOFIN 
JAUNT! I look forward to meeting you IN Bofin! (Or in 
TURK or in INCH if you choose to try out those venues!)

	
 	
 	
 Yvonne C

www.yvonnecullen.wordpress.com re full timetable for 2018

http://www.inishbofin.com
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mailto:yvonnesworkshops@gmail.com
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