
 

with YVONNE CULLEN
on Inishbofin Island, Co. 
Galway, Aug. 14-21, 2015

 The 
Inishbofin
Jaunt             

   Writing
                   Holiday

Best Creative Writing Teacher in 
Dublin” -  

DUBLINER MAGAZINE. 
“Writes beautifully and can pass 
on the skill” -

THE IRISH TIMES.

“If you are thinking of going, just go! Just go!” DEBBIE GILBERT, Connecticut, U.S.A. 
“Exactly what my writing needed” - KATIE MARTIN, Dublin
With	  Yvonne’s	  guidance	  and	  encouragement,	  and	  the	  quiet,	  reflec7ve	  magic	  of	  the	  island	  as	  reinforcement,	  your	  
crea7vity	  will	  flourish.

23 years teaching writers in Ireland, 7th years of island writing trips.

	
 	
 	
 086 1701418, yvonnesworkshops@gmail.com

 Inspiration, peace & fun...          Best Creative Writing 
Teacher in Dublin” -  
DUBLINER MAGAZINE. 

“Writes beautifully and 
can pass on the skill” -
THE IRISH TIMES.   	
 	
 	
 	


1-week START TO WRITE courses, GUIDED 
WRITING RETREATS 
plus CREATIVE CAMINO: 2-7 night tickets to our 
classes, retreats and creative community. 

INISHTURK  3-10 AUGUST & AUGUST 10-14. 

INISHBOFIN 24-31 AUGUST & AUGUST 31-SEPT 7, 2019. 
Courses and retreats each week. Camino options subject to 
availability. Fair fees include accommodation. Further EARLY 
DEALS till 17/7!

yvonnesworkshops@gmail.com/ 0861701418

 The Inishbofin
and Inishturk        
Island Jaunt             
Writing and 
Creativity Holidays
                2019

 WITH 
          YVONNE CULLEN,
                Inishbofin 
                    Island,     
       County GALWAY
 & Inishturk, Co. MAYO,

mailto:yvonnesworkshops@gmail.com
mailto:yvonnesworkshops@gmail.com


Departure options: 
NEXT TRIP: SATURDAY 12th SEPTEMBER, 2015

START TO WRITE

. You can also rent bikes here, though you’ll wheel them as much as you’ll 
freewheel on them! 
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 Treat the artist you know you could become! 

                       

ISLAND JAUNT START TO 
WRITE COURSE  and GUIDED WRITING RETREAT (7 
NIGHTS).  

CREATIVE CAMINO: 
From 4-7 nights (& longer by arrangement) : Take 
the first half of a Course or Retreat, then do your 
own thing! Accommodation included at hotel, hostel 
or B & B. 
MINI CREATIVE CAMINO
From 2 nights. Dip into our events then enjoy your 
own time,  island time and our creative company!

            “You wove a web of magic round us!” 

	            		 	 TOMMY BYRNE, ATHLONE

   “A fantastic week, with brilliant people. 

      Heaven on earth!” 

	 	             MARY SHORTT, BRAY,  CO. WICKLOW. 

  “Truly a treat for the mind, body and soul. 
      Chilling with a purpose!”

        SUZANNE O’FLAHERTY, DUBLIN

“Yvonne is a people whisperer who has the ability to meet you 
where you’re at and send you off with a toolkit to support your 
writing practice. I was on a writing retreat recently with 
Yvonne and find myself still dreaming of the landscape. If you 
enjoy writing on any level, I recommend you attend.”

MAIRIN HARTE, Dublin 

I attended a writing retreat 
with Yvonne Cullen in 
Inishbofin last winter and it 
was absolutely life changing. 
No exaggeration. Yvonne 
will always manage to get 
the best out of you and give 
you the energy to keep you 
going. Thanks to her I'm 
back writing after many 
years.

CELINA CAULFIELD, 
Clogherhead

https://www.facebook.com/yvonne.cullenhere
https://www.facebook.com/yvonne.cullenhere


CALLING THE 
EARLY BIRDS!
BOOK AND
PAY BY 17 July for fees 
of:
€625 all-in re Aug-Sept 
Inishbofin courses and 
€350 tuition only re: Aug 
3-10 on INISHTURK. 
Inishturk 10-14 August 
Tuition €200. ( On the 
Inishturk trips, accom. 
fees go direct to hosts 
with my assistance). For 
fair fees on shorter 
events: get in touch! 
       





About your tutor, 
Yvonne Cullen:

Author of ‘Invitation to the Air’ (poems), Italics Press 1998;  

editor of ALL GOOD THINGS BEGIN, (New Irish Writing) 2006. 

Winner of an Irish Film Board Award for a feature-length screenplay. Reviews of 

my poetry have included, “Standout...Exemplary... a flavour of Rilke” TODD 

SWIFT for Books in Canada; “Language conjured as from air” KERRY HARDIE, 

“A gifted writer,” John Burnside.

Winner of the American Ireland Fund poetry Collection competition at Listowel 

Writers‘ Week and first runner up in the Yorkshire International Poetry 

competition.   

New non-fiction book, A WINTER QUARTERS, Stories from a place called

Mayfield and the world of Ireland’s travelling shows‘ - forthcoming. Advance praise

for AWQ:  “Stories we need to hear, from people who need to tell them” 

- Theo Dorgan.
 

And maybe more 
importantly: 
I’m an island-lover and a teacher of creative 
writing full-time and all over Ireland since 
1991. I love what I do and I will love 
mentoring and hosting you on Bofin and 
Turk! I mean that so sincerely I find myself 
nodding reading that last sentence back! I am 
actually quite mad about bringing folk away 
over the horizon and giving them headspace 
and writing time. And that’s only the half of 
it. The other half has more to do with 
dolphins and shooting stars, astonishing 
swims, laughs, tunes, songs, great meals (and 
the odd pint), epic sleeps, walks, new 
friendships and double rainbows. And that’s 
only the half of that side of what the Jaunts 
mean! I could go on and on...

But don’t take my word for it...



The cool breezes, the quiet 
mornings, the chatty 
afternoons and evenings.   
Starting the day in 
contemplation, spending the 
day sharing life experience 
and ending the day in 
reflection.  Often, too often, 
reflecting or imagining 
without a pen in hand.  A 
reminder to myself.  Put it 
down on paper.  Put it down 
on paper.   Put it down on 
paper. From composite palette

Stories and sharing
Poetry composed
Wayfaring

Drawn to meditation
By those mountains blue
Stone walls threading 
from

a spool of a different hue

CONNIE REID, WICKLOW

“A fantastic writing jaunt... You 
always manage to propel us on some 
unexpected adventure. It was truly a treat for 
the mind, body and soul…..chilling with a 
purpose!!”
Suzanne O’Flaherty, Dublin.

“A very enjoyable week away in the 
middle (well, nearly) of the ocean; no 
stress in the journey (no passports, no 
security checks; no cattle queues); a very 
warm welcome from Yvonne; a lovely 
group of participants with a range of 
writing experience from beginning/
experimental to progressing well. Great 
passion and encouragement throughout 
the week from Yvonne; a very relaxed, 
optional reading of participants’ work 
towards end of the week in the only pub 
on the island. Then again the ease of 
transition (with a little sadness) back to 
the mainland – no baggage checks, no 
removal of belts and shoes, no cattle 
prods!”

Frank McGuinness, Dublin

My eyes are turned away to 
shade them from the sun, but 
I can close them now and 
remember the blues, blues, 
blues of the sea, the hills and 
the sky.  RITA KOCH.



When in Inishbofin...There’s something about an island...

One of the most westerly spots in 
Europe: INISHBOFIN lies approx. 10 
k. out in the North Atlantic, level with 
the Killary fjiord and the Mayo-Galway 
county borderline. In the past, Bofin has 
belonged to each of Galway and Mayo, 
though these days it is a Galway outpost, 
reached from Cleggan in Connemara.  

Historical figures and forces of all kinds 
have left traces in Bofin: from early 
Christian monks to the pirate queen 
Grainne Mhaol and the soldiers of 
Cromwell. Coming to Bofin, today, you 
are connecting with a tiny culture shaped 
by all that history, a place, at the same 
time, changed so gently over the 
centuries that the traces of most of that 
history are still to be heard and seen. 

It may be this palpable history which 
keeps drawing artists and writers to 
Bofin, from the poet Theodore Roethke 
through Ted Hughes and Sylvia Plath to 
Richard Murphy, who, in the ‘50s began 
a decades-long association with this 
place. There’s a long view of time 
available to you here, for sure, not to 
mention the way the same perspective 
can be generously passed on to you, too, 
at any moment, here, by the great 
storytellers and lovers of their place that 
Bofin people are. For all they’ve been 
through, between hard history, losses to 

the sea, emigration and hard weather,  I 
wonder sometimes if there mightn’t be a 
contagious  easygoingness on Bofin, (or 
IN Bofin as Inishbofin people themselves 
say)...

Leaving urban and suburban life behind 
for Bofin can in fact, for the thoughtful 
visitor, be like taking off on a short, 
easygoing Camino. Which is not to say 
there isn’t also a world of fun to have in 
Bofin and a whole world here to wander. 
You could spend your life getting to 
know this one small place and the ways it 
lifts your spirits: one moment with starry 
skies; at other times, with its cliffs and 
lakes, white beaches, monastic ruins, soft 
‘green roads’ and bogs. Not to mention 
that best of all experiences on--no IN 
Inishbofin--when you’re watching the 
boat leaving and you still haven’t gone... 

The August Jaunts to Bofin this year will 
be the 43rd and 44th  group Writing 
Jaunts I’ve organised in my 19 years of 
very happy visits to Bofin. I’d be 
delighted to bring you along!

	
 	
      

	
 	
  Yvonne Cullen.



Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet

Consectetur adipiscing elit, set eiusmod tempor 
incidunt et labore et dolore magna aliquam. Ut 
enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerc. Irure 
dolor in reprehend incididunt ut.

Labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim 
veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris 
nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute 
irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse 
molestaie cillum. 

Tia non ob ea soluad incommod quae egen ium 
improb fugiend Neque pecun modut est neque 
nonor et imper ned libidig met, consectetur 
adipiscing elit dolor set ahmet ipsum.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, ligula suspendisse 
nulla pretium, rhoncus tempor placerat fermentum, 
enim integer commodo consequat duis aute aliquip 
ex aliqua enim minim ad vestibulum volutpat. 

 

with YVONNE CULLEN
on Inishturk Island, Mayo,

AUGUST 3-10 
2019 

 The 
Inishturk
Jaunt          
Writing
         Holiday
 

	
 	
 	


 Inspiration, peace & fun...on INISHTURK          

“Arrive as strangers and leave as friends,” is a phrase you hear a lot in the West 

of Ireland. 

I’m not sure it’s ever truer than in Inishturk.

The most westerly inhabited spot in Europe--almost an hour’s boat-ride out in

 the North Atlantic: few destinations in Ireland are as remarkably beautiful as is Inishturk.

The tiny Mayo island sustains itself through fishing, 

sheep-farming and, increasingly, low-impact tourism. And you can contribute immediately to 

keeping Inishturk going, by just visiting for a day, walking and swimming here, having your dinner 

and a pint in the most scenic restaurant in Ireland (and one of the few that are communally owned). 

You could support the precious way of life on Inishturk that way, but staying for a few days, or 

a week, is something else again. 

Stay the week with us here, and then Turk takes you into your own peace. 

I wonder is there anywhere else in Ireland more ideal for a creative retreat?

AUGUST 10-14, 2019                  START TO WRITE:
SHORT GUIDED WRITING RETREAT! 
‘CREATIVE CAMINO’ SHORT STAY OPTIONS AVAILABLE EACH WEEK!
yvonnesworkshops@gmail.com, 0861701418
 

mailto:yvonnesworkshops@gmail.com
mailto:yvonnesworkshops@gmail.com


To book or discuss a course or 
to add your email to the 
ISLAND JAUNT database for 
seasonal updates, phone me on 
086 1701418 
or email 
yvonnesworkshops@gmail.com

Heading west 
 

Still so glad to be on this road, the same
tussocky field lover, one crow 
lover	
 	
 	
 	
 	
                                    
Happy here         and happier over there.

The same piece of grit, worked and moved
 inside this mother-of-pearl day.
	
 	

	
 	
 	
 Yvonne Cullen


